THE INTERMEDIATE  YEARS

has not a single orator who does not increase the boredom
of the public. If they can be brought to take their stand
on such rubbish as the continuity of the Upper House,
and begin a conflict on this subject, delaying the business
proper, it will be a great piece of good fortune. They
will grow tired, hope that the government's wind will give
out, while the district judges will be getting alarmed at the
expense of finding substitutes. When they grow mellow,
feel that they are boring the country, and are urgently
hoping for concessions on the part of the government, to
deliver them from their false position, then, in my opinion,
comes the moment to prove to them by my nomination
that we are very far from giving up the contest, but are
rather returning to it with fresh forces. The appearance
of a new battalion in the ministerial ranks would then
make an impression which could not be obtained now.
Especially if there was a good deal of clatter made before-
hand with talk about granting charters, and coups d?/tat,
my old reputation for light-hearted violence will come in
useful, and they will think " Now for it!" Then all the
Centre and the "halfs" will be ready for negotiation.

'All this depends more on my instinctive feeling than
on any proof that I could bring forward; and I should not
go so far as on my own responsibility to say " No " to any
order of the King's. But if I am asked for my opinion, I
shall give it in favour of keeping in the background a few
months longer.

' Perhaps all this is reckoning without my host; per-
haps his Majesty will never make up his mind to appoint
me, for I really do not see why he should do it at all, after
not doing it during the last six weeks. But there is abso-
lutely no reason why I should be either here, swallowing
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